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This was first described as Nidularium spectabile by T. Moore in 1873 and this was said about the plant at the time:
“ N. spectabile was imported by Mr. Bull from the interior of Brazil, and flowered in his establishment in December, 1872. It is a very striking plant and may at once be recognised from any species hitherto cultivated in England, by the singular bright blood-red ends of the leaves, which form a clearly defined and singular contrast both to the bright green of the upper surface and the glaucous dull green of the lower surface of the leaf.”
The painting shows whitish petals but it is said these are violet-blue.

We can trace this species in Australia to the 1960s when species were abundant and hybrids rare. In all probability it came to Australia direct from Brazil although it could also have got here also from the USA at later dates. Some have more distinct barring on the underneath surface of the leaves and these are to be cherished 
It must have been about the 1970s that someone imported a N. spectabilis that was different because it was supposed to be variegated. These were the days when everything that had even a slight variation in the colour of longitudinal stripes was snapped up. After all it could only improve! Since then the intensity of variation in colour has made us choosier regarding this attribute. Meanwhile, offset after offset was taken from this ‘variegate’ and even the most optimistic of growers gave up in despair. This did not stop new owners of the plant having the same dreams.
Even with my pushing for bromeliads to be given cultivar names if different to the norm, I could see nothing worthy in this plant.

In February 2012 Ian Hook, President of the Bromeliad Society of Australia, informs me that this plant is making a revival on EBAY and sometimes is called ‘Jaffa’ and I have no idea of the significance of this name. All I can remember is rolling such things down the aisle while watching ‘the pictures’ (in movies theatre).

Anyway we are recording this name in the Bromeliad Cultivar Register just in case in the future someone says “What is a ‘Jaffa’?” 

